Chapter 9
Implementation
This chapter of the Coon Rapids 2040 Plan addresses
the way in which policies, objectives, and directions
described in previous chapters will be accomplished in
the City of Coon Rapids.

The Coon Rapids Vision of the Future
Coon Rapids will be a community with a slowly growing population of about 72,000 people by
2040. It will contend successfully with significant challenges of traffic, aging properties, aging city
infrastructure, and environmental protection.
Housing. The city will have well-maintained neighborhoods with a variety of housing types for all
age groups. Townhouses, senior apartments, and common interest communities will be available
in all parts of town so that empty nesters can move out of their existing homes, if they choose to
do so, and thereby make room for families with children.
Jobs. Job opportunities will be provided in a variety of locations but especially in the Evergreen
Industrial Park, Northdale Industrial Area, and in the greater Riverdale area.
Transportation. Traffic will increase on Highway 10 as Andover, Oak Grove, Ramsey, and St.
Francis grow. The Greater Minnesota Gateway project may add lanes to Highway 10 to move
traffic through the city. Bus service, commuter rail, and improved pedestrian and bicycle facilities
will provide transportation alternatives.
Coon Rapids Boulevard. Coon Rapids Boulevard will change from a seven-mile long strip of
unevenly spaced and unrelated businesses to a street that is much more residential in character.
Most of the new uses will be higher density townhouse and apartment development that will,
hopefully, increase mass transit ridership on Coon Rapids Boulevard. Traffic calming measures
will be taken along Coon Rapids Boulevard so that speeds and noise are reduced in a way that
makes the street more compatible with new residential uses.
Natural Areas. Coon Rapids’ large wetland and natural areas will be preserved through
a combination of City, State, and watershed district regulations. New trails will be sensitively
constructed to allow residents and visitors to enjoy the open space legacy of Coon Creek, the
Mississippi River, and the city’s many wetlands. The trail system will connect neighborhoods to
each other and to the city’s transit system.
The following sections lay out the tools and descriptions the Comprehensive Plan will use to
address specific issues within the City of Coon Rapids, as well as an estimated timeframe for
implementation.
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Land Use
The 2040 plan establishes policies for future development in the City of Coon Rapids, guiding
the amount, location, and intensity of future land uses to ensure compatibility with one another
and the natural environment. Table 9-1 below explains how the City intends to accomplish this
future vision. Official controls, including ordinances and fiscal devices, are the primary tool for
implementing the City’s land use policies.

Table 9-1: Land Use Implementation
Tool

Description

Timeframe

Zoning Districts

The Metropolitan Land Planning Act requires that a community’s official controls be
consistent with its Comprehensive Plan. A community’s zoning ordinance and map are
the primary mechanisms for realizing the vision of its Comprehensive Plan. Overall, Coon
Rapids’ existing zoning districts allow for implementation of the policies established in
Chapter 2 of this plan. The least dense residential district allows three dwelling units per
acre and other districts allow up to 50 units per acre by right. Flexibility mechanisms are
built into the zoning code in some districts to allow for even higher density in certain
settings.

Ongoing

2

Zoning Map

Nearly all new development in the city will occur in areas that are well-served by existing
infrastructure. The existing zoning map (Map 2-2 within Chapter 2 of this plan) allows
for increased residential densities and intensification of land uses along transit corridors
and other areas with infrastructure capacity. Any zoning map amendments to achieve
consistency with the Future Land Use Map (Map 2-6 within Chapter 2) should be made
by 2021.

Ongoing

3

Development
Regulations

When the Planning Commission reviews proposals for new development, it should ensure
that its decisions are based on the policies established in the 2040 Plan, particularly
when a rezoning is requested. Over time, site plan regulations should be reviewed and
updated to encourage high aesthetic quality, support a multi-modal transportation
system, and ensure compatibility with the surrounding neighborhood.

Ongoing

4

Subdivision
Regulations

The City’s subdivision regulations require access to public services for all subdivided land
and payment of park dedication fees to ensure implementation of the City’s Parks, Open
Space, and Trail Plan. The subdivision regulations also include standards for implementing
proposed pedestrian and bicycle facilities.

Ongoing

5

Wetland
Management

The City revised its regulations for protection and mitigation of wetlands after the
Wetland Management Plan was adopted in 2004. The existing regulations allow for
implementation of policies pertaining to wetland management.

Ongoing

6

Shoreland Zoning
Regulations

While the City generally follows the shoreland zoning requirements recommended by the
Department of Natural Resources, the City’s zoning ordinance should be refined to reflect
these requirements.

Ongoing

7

Mississippi River
Corridor Critical Area

Ordinance updates related to the Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area recommended
by the Chapter 9 of the 2040 Plan should be adopted as required by the Department of
Natural Resources.

Ongoing

Plan Maintenance

Although most official controls are in place for implementing the Comprehensive Plan, the
City’s zoning ordinance should be reviewed at least every three years to ensure that the
plan’s policies are followed. In addition, the plan’s policies should be reviewed periodically
to reflect emerging trends.

Ongoing

Redevelopment

Staff will monitor the physical condition and economic viability of land uses to determine
if there is potential for redevelopment consistent with Land Use Plan objectives. If there is
redevelopment potential, fiscal tools such as tax-increment financing and tax abatement
will be considered as a way to stimulate and facilitate redevelopment. This topic is
addressed in Chapter 8 of this plan – Economic Competitiveness, as well as in Table 9-6
below.

Ongoing

1

8

9
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Transportation
Several jurisdictions will be responsible for implementing the City’s transportation plan. In addition
to the City, included are Anoka County, the State of Minnesota/MnDOT, the Federal government
and the Metropolitan Council. The Metropolitan Airports Commission is also responsible for
protecting airspace.

Table 9-2: Transportation Implementation
Tool

Description

Timeframe

10

Condition Monitoring

The City will monitor local conditions with respect to traffic levels, congestion, noise,
safety, and adequacy of transportation infrastructure and service.

Ongoing

11

Advocacy

The City will advocate for improvements that serve Coon Rapids residents and
businesses, and work with other government agencies to see that the needs of the City
are met.

Ongoing

12

Capital Improvements

The City will undertake maintenance, including plowing and sweeping, of its part of the
transportation system, as well as construct trails and sidewalks where the plan calls for
the systems to be extended or gaps to be filled.

Ongoing

13

Plan Review

The City will review the plans of private developers and their contractors to assure that
their street plans meet City standards.

Ongoing

Coordination with
Anoka County

The City will work with Anoka County to study the need for transportation
improvements, including the future needs of Coon Rapids Boulevard; designing and
constructing improvements to Coon Rapids Boulevard and other County roads, and
plowing/maintaining County designated streets. The City will also share police patrol
responsibilities with Anoka County to enforce traffic laws and respond to accidents.

Ongoing

The City will work with MnDOT to maintain, improve, and widen Highway 10, including
related bridge work. The City will also look to the State of Minnesota to provide funds for
maintenance and some construction projects.

Ongoing

The City will share police patrol responsibilities with the State of Minnesota to enforce
traffic laws and respond to accidents.

Ongoing

14

15

16

Coordination
with Minnesota
Department of
Transportation
(MnDOT)
Coordination with
State of Minnesota

17

Coordination with
Metropolitan Council

Work with the Metropolitan Council regarding their continued responsibility for operating
the regional transit system, including Northstar Commuter Rail service.

Ongoing

18

Coordination with
Federal Government

Access federal funding via both state and regional agencies for projects within the city.

Ongoing
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Housing
This section describes the tools and methods the City of Coon Rapids will use to address the
identified housing needs.
Existing housing needs include:
1.

Maintenance assistance for low-income homeowners at or below 60% AMI;

2.

Rental units for large families at all affordability levels;

3.

Preservation of naturally occurring affordable housing within all bands of affordability,
especially near existing and future transit stations.

Projected housing needs are focused on accommodating the affordable housing need
allocation from 2021-2030. The needs are broken up into the 3 levels of income that will require
accommodation:
1.

Allocation of Affordable Housing Need below 30% AMI; 240 units;

2.

Allocation of Affordable Housing Need between 31% and 50% AMI; 53 units;

3.

Allocation of Affordable Housing Need between 51% and 80% AMI; 164 units.

Table 9-3 lists the public programs, fiscal devices, and other actions that the City of Coon Rapids
will take to meet existing and projected housing needs. Sequence of use will vary by project and
depend upon availability of funds, location, and specific gap-financing needs of each project.
Recommendations for implementation are categorized as short-term (within 1-3 years), medium
term (3-5 years), long-term (more than 5 years), or ongoing policies.
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Home for Generations

Referrals

22

24

Community Land Trust

21

23

HOME Investment Partnerships
Program (HOME)

20

Coon Rapids Home
Imrpovement Foudnation

The City will explore with Anoka County the
application for HOME Funds to provide rental
assistance to low and moderate income households
that are in existing rental units suitable for large
families. The City would also be open to using
HOME funds as a development subsidy. The City will
document this exploration and its results by 2023.

Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG)

19

Ongoing

Ongoing

The City offers several home improvement loan
products, including incentive loans funds for
both value-added improvements and housing
maintenance.
The City offers fixed, low-interest loans for
participants in the City's Home for Generations II
program that provides incentives for homeowners
to undertake large scale, value-added remodeling
projects.

The City will review and update the reference
procedures and training for applicable staff, including
a plan to maintain the ability to refer residents to any Short-term
applicable housing programs outside the scope of
our local services.

The City does not currently make use of a community
land trust, but would consider doing so for the
Ongoing
purpose of developing and providing affordable
housing along with other community assets.

Medium-term

Following HUD's schedule of annual CDBG allocations,
the City will utilize the majority of its federal
allocation to support reinvestment in the existing
Ongoing
housing stock by providing deferred loans for housing
rehabilitation needs to households earning 80% of
area median income or lower.

Timeframe

Description

Tool

Table 9-3: Housing Implementation
Maintenance Assistance for
Homeowners at or below 60% AMI
X

X

X

X

Rental Units for Large Families at All
Affordability Levels
X

X

Preservation of Naturally-Occurring
Affordable Housing, all Bands of
Affordability
X

X

Allocation of Affordable Housing
Need Below 30% AMI: 240 Units
X

X

Allocation of Affordable Housing
Need Between 31% and 50% AMI:
53 Units
X

X

Allocation of Affordable Housing
Need between 51% and 80% AMI:
164 Units
X

X

X

X

Tools to Address General Housing
Needs
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X

The City will participate in the Land Bank's “First Look”
program and attempt to strategically acquire any
foreclosed properties that are guided appropriately.
Long-term
The City will consider additional partnerships with the
Land Bank on housing development.
See the future land use plan and projected housing
needs section of the housing chapter of this
comprehensive plan.

Land Bank Twin Cities

Guiding land densities that support
affordable housing

33

34

Ongoing

X

Ongoing

The City supports the Creekside Estates
manufactured home park and promotes property
maintenance to ensure sustainability.

Supporting Existence of
Manufactured Homes

32

X

Ongoing

The City will strongly consider supporting/sponsoring
an environmental clean-up grant application for an
affordable large-unit rental project.

Environmental Clean-Up Funding

X

X

31

Ongoing

Housing Bonds

The City will consider issuing Housing Bonds to
support affordable housing proposals when a need
exists and the project meets other City development
goals. However, there are competing priorities and
limitations to city bonding authority.

X

X

X

30

X

Ongoing

Super RFP

The City will strongly consider supporting/sponsoring
an application to Super RFP programs for affordable
housing proposals in areas guided for high density
residential uses.

X

29

X

Housing and Redevelopment
Authority (HRA)

The City will use the HRA's authority to facilitate the
production of housing through land assembly and
financial assistance for affordable housing projects
Ongoing
when a need for gap financing exists and the project
meets other City development goals.

X

X

X

28

X

27

Ongoing

The City will strongly consider supporting/sponsoring
an application to Livable Communities Account
Livable Communities Demonstration
programs for multi-family rental proposals with units
Account (LCDA)
suitable for large families, and in areas zoned for
high-density residential.

X

Tax Abatement

The City will consider tax abatement for large rental
housing project proposals if the project includes a
significant proportion of affordable units, as well as
Ongoing
when a need for gap financing exists and the project
meets other City development goals.

26

X

Ongoing

The City will consider utilizing TIF to support the
construction of affordable housing projects when a
need for gap financing exists and the project meets
other City development goals.

Tax Increment Financing (TIF)

Timeframe

Description

25

Tool

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
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Ongoing

The Mayor of Coon Rapids will participate or
designate an appropriate representative to actively
engage in the Urban Land Institute Minnesota's
Regional Council of Mayors group.
City staff will continue to be active members of the
Housing Collaborative Institute.

Participation in Regional Council of
Mayors

Participation in Housing
Collaborative Institute

Townhome Forum

Zoning Ordinance

Housing Improvement Areas (HIA)

Scattered Site Acquisition Program

Property Maintenance/Rental
Licensing

Home Remodeling Tour

Downpayment Assistance Program

Fair Housing Policy

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

The City will continue to offer its Downpayment
Assistance program in conjunction with HUD 203(k)
loans to incentivize purchase and rehabilitation of
older single-family homes.
The City will communicate its fair housing policy and
other fair housing resources to residents.
The City will explore new tools and policies to
preserve naturally occurring affordable housing, such
as 4d tax incentives.
The City will explore partnerships to encourage
preservation of existing low-income housing tax
credit properties that could expire before 2040.

NOAH Preservation Tools

Preservation of Existing Tax Credit
Properties

Ongoing

Ongoing

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Using its HRA, the City will continue to acquire
blighted single-family homes and sell the lots for
Ongoing
construction of higher quality homes, including use of
the Twin Cities Land Bank's 'First Look' program.
The City will continue its property maintenance
and rental licensing programs to ensure long-term
sustainability of the housing stock.
The City will educate residents about making
investments in their homes to ensure long-term
sustainability of the housing stock.

X

X

X

X

X

Ongoing

The City will continue to facilitate this method of
public financing for common area improvements
associated with condominiums and townhome
developments.

The City will continue to host the Townhome Forum
to provide assistance to Townhome owners and
Ongoing
managers.
The City will review its zoning ordinance to identify
any regulations that inhibit the housing priorities in this Ongoing
document.

Ongoing

Timeframe

Description

Tool

Water Resources
The City will continue to adequately fund the operations and maintenance of its water supply
system through its annual operating budget. Operating and capital costs are funded by user fees
charged against residential and commercial customers.
The City will use its capital budget, operations and maintenance budget, and City ordinances and
regulations to implement its wastewater plan.
Chapter 5 (Capital Improvement Plan) of the 2018 City of Coon Rapids Sanitary Sewer
Comprehensive Plan illustrates the annual operations, maintenance and capital expenditures
recommended by SEH Inc. The City will focus on lining RCP pipe, lift station upgrades, VCP service
connections, inflow/infiltration mitigation, and televising and cleaning of existing sewer pipe over
the next 10 years. Recommended sewer upsizing will occur with new or redevelopment projects.
Finally, the City will incrementally address storm water problems shown on Map 4-4 as funds are
available each year from the Storm Water Drainage Utility.

Table 9-4: Water Resources Implementation
Tool

Description

Timeframe

Drinking Water
Quality and Quantity

The City will continue to adequately fund the operations and maintenance of its water
supply system through its annual operating budget. Operating and capital costs are
funded by the user fees charged against residential and commercial customers.

Ongoing

45

Wastewater

The City will use its capital budget, operations and maintenance budget, and City
ordinances and regulations to implement its wastewater plan. The city will focus on lining
RCP pipe, lift station upgrades, VCP service connections, inflow/infiltration mitigation, and
televising and cleaning of existing sewer pipe in the long term.

Ongoing

46

Storm Water

The City established a Storm Water Drainage Utility in 2002 to provide funds for storm
water control projects. These funds will be allocated and updated annually to address
storm water issues.

Ongoing

44

Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan
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Parks and Open Space
The City will make few additions to the parks system in the future except for the acquisition of
land for trail expansion and the possible acquisition of natural areas. The Future Parks, Trails, and
Open Space Map shows the envisioned parks and trail systems.
As such, the City will use a combination of regulations, routine maintenance, and capital
improvements to implement the Parks, Open Space, and Trail System Plan.

Table 9-5: Parks and Open Space Implementation
Tool

Description

Timeframe

47

Regulations

The City will use its subdivision regulations and zoning code to safeguard natural areas,
protection areas, and the Mississippi River Critical Area. All regulations in place are
intended to facilitate protection.

Ongoing

48

Maintenance

Annual maintenance and repair will be used to keep the City’s parks in good, safe
condition. Funds are available from the City’s general fund, park dedication fees, and
other sources to provide for maintenance and repair.

Ongoing

Large scale rehabilitation or development of park space, as well as acquisition of land
for trail expansion, will be done through the City’s capital improvement program. Major
improvements envisioned include the following:
Trail connection in the vicinity of Kennedy Park to link the 85th Avenue trail to the
Mississippi Regional Trail providing connections to Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park.
49

Capital Improvements

Construct a Coon Creek Regional Trail segment from Lions Coon Creek Park across
Hanson Boulevard and extend to the west.

Ongoing

Upgrade or redevelop neighborhood parks that have not been upgraded in recent years.
Complete all remaining segments of the Coon Creek Regional Trail, including a grade
separated crossing of Coon Rapids Boulevard and improved crossing of Northdale
Boulevard.
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Economic Competitiveness
Table 9-6 below summarizes Coon Rapids’ Economic Competitiveness recommendations
addressing both Business Development and Redevelopment. This implementation plan is intended
to set up the economy of Coon Rapids for future success. Recommendations for implementation
are categorized as short-term (within 1-3 years), medium term (3-5 years), long-term (more than
5 years), or ongoing policies.

Table 9-6: Economic Competitiveness Implementation
Tool

Description

Time Frame

Business Development
50

51

Annual Indicators

Produce annual reports on number/types of businesses, employees, wages, tax capacity,
construction, retail sales, and other indicators of economic activity. Modify economic
development policies to address the City’s shortcomings.

Ongoing

Business Outreach

Visit existing industrial business to identify concerns and communicate City initiatives
to the business community. Continue print and digital communications targeted toward
businesses. Partner with Metro North Chamber of Commerce on quarterly Business
Council meetings and explore other partnerships.

Ongoing

Target resources toward business with the greatest potential for creating wealth. Direct
most City resources toward the primary targets and position the City to attract and retain
both primary and secondary targets.
Primary Targets:

52

Business Targets

»
»
»
»
»

Medical equipment and supplies manufacturing
Medical device manufacturing and related industries
Plastic product manufacturing
Instrument manufacturing
Metal working, machining, and specialized metals

Ongoing

Secondary Targets:

» Smaller data centers
» Back office related to medical services and health care
» Businesses creating skilled jobs at wage levels in excess of the metro area median
53

Financial and
Technical Resources

Market available financial resources, such as SBA loans, revolving loan funds, industrial
revenue bonds, tax abatement/tax increment financing, state resources, and technical
assistance programs such as “Open to Business,” to existing and new businesses.
Continually evaluate incentive policies.

Ongoing

54

Revolving Loan Fund

Offer revolving loan funding to business capital costs using payments from past economic
development loans. Loans should be directed toward businesses in the primary target
areas and redevelopment projects in older commercial districts.

Ongoing

55

Workforce
Development

Reinforce regional coalitions around regional talent development. Stay informed of
workforce education and training programs and make connections between AnokaRamsey Community College and local businesses.

Ongoing

56

Land and Building
Supply

Assess the City’s land and building supply for job growth and facilitate land assembly
in appropriate instances. Adopt small-area plans for redevelopment areas to ensure
efficient land use and employment density. Periodically review zoning regulations to
ensure consistency with target Industries and reflect changing business needs.

Ongoing

57

Tax-Increment
Financing/Tax
Abatement

Promote the use of tax-increment financing and tax abatement to assist with
development and redevelopment of sites that are otherwise difficult to develop. Maintain
business subsidy policies to guide use of TIF and tax abatement.

Ongoing

58

Regional Alignment

Clearly define roles of economic development organizations to avoid duplication and
ensure consistency. Continue to build a City economic development brand in the context
of regional branding and promotion.

Ongoing

59

Marketing

Maintain relationships with key real estate brokers and regional business and economic
development organizations. Specific tactics include hosting commercial and residential
real estate broker events and City participation in events such as the annual MNCAR Expo.
Advertise available commercial and industrial land/buildings and business resources on
the City’s website.

Ongoing

60

Legislative Support

Seek support for legislation that would positively influence economic development in the
city.

Ongoing

Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan
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Redevelopment
Tool

Description

Time Frame

61

Coordination with
Anoka County

The City will coordinate the installation/maintenance of boulevard enhancements along
Coon Rapids Boulevard, both in the interim and when the roadway is reconstructed.

Ongoing

62

Funding Options and
Sources

The City will pursue funding sources for redevelopment and enhancement on the Coon
Rapids Boulevard corridor.

Ongoing

63

Implement Coon
Rapids Boulevard/East
River Road Access
Management Study

The City will work with Anoka County to implement the Access Management Strategy
completed in 2010. This includes planning for eventual reconstruction of the roadway,
elimination of several non-signalized intersections, and installation of landscaping and
other aesthetic improvements.

Ongoing

64

Update and
Implement PORT
Master Plans

Focus redevelopment efforts and public improvements in PORT districts along Coon
Rapids Boulevard.

Ongoing

65

Update River Rapids
Overlay and PORT
Zoning District
Requirements

Increase the density for areas between the PORT districts to be consistent with the 2040
Plan’s Future Land Use Map, disallowing intense commercial uses, eliminating floor area
maximums, and streamlining the approval process for development projects.

Short-term

66

Sidewalks/Trails

Provide continuous sidewalks/trails on both sides of the entire length of Coon Rapids
Boulevard, at least 5’ wide on the north side and a 10’ wide trail, where feasible, on the
south side. Enhance pedestrian crossings with colored concrete and modify traffic signals
to include pedestrian timers. Consider wider sidewalks in necessary locations.

Ongoing

67

Overhead Utilities

Remove, relocate or bury overhead utility lines along Coon Rapids Boulevard.

Ongoing

Streetscape

Work with Anoka County to implement streetscape improvements along the Coon Rapids
Boulevard corridor. The streetscape plan may include streetlights, boulevard and median
trees, planters, pedestrian enhancements, and bus shelters along the length of the
corridor.

Medium-term

69

Frontage Roads

Maintain system of frontage roads to ensure adequate circulation as non-signalized
accesses to Coon Rapids Boulevard are removed. Encourage relocation of frontage
roads to rear of new large scale developments, where circulation and access to existing
businesses is not affected.

Ongoing

70

Roadway
Reconstruction/Noise
Walls

Work with Anoka County to eventually reconstruct the roadway in accordance with the
Coon Rapids Boulevard/East River Road Access Management Study. Avoid triggering
requirement for noise walls when roadway is reconstructed.

Long-term

71

Realign Coon Rapids
Boulevard Extension

Explore feasibility of a connection over Coon Creek between Coon Rapids Boulevard
Extension and Avocet Street.

Long-term

72

Facilitate Specific
Redevelopment
Projects

Facilitate public or private assembly and redevelopment of blighted or underutilized
parcels along Coon Rapids Boulevard as they become available. Continue HRA initiated
development in PORT districts.

Ongoing

73

Other Redevelopment
Areas

Assess the condition of properties along other older commercial corridors and use the
City’s HRA to facilitate redevelopment.

Ongoing

68
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Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area
(MRCCA) Protection
Table 9-7 lists the implementation actions for the river corridor within Coon Rapids. Short term
actions are estimated to be implemented within about three years, medium term actions within
three to ten years and long term actions in more than ten years.

Table 9-7: MRCCA Implementation
Tool

Description

Time Frame

Districts and Land Use
74

Education and
Outreach

The City will ensure that information about the districts and zoning requirements is readily
available to the public.

Short-term

75

Ordinance Updates

The City will update its local ordinances to reflect goals and policies of this plan and
federal and state requirements, as well as its zoning map to show new MRCCA districts.

Short-term

Primary Conservation Areas (PCAs)
76

77

Education and
Outreach

The City will ensure that information on the location of PCAs, PCA-relevant ordinance
requirements, and the procedure for submitting applications with potential impacts to
PCAs are readily available to the public on the city website. The City will also include
updates and changes to ordinance provisions in the city newsletter, website and social
media accounts.

Short-term

Ordinance Updates

The City will develop procedures for evaluating land use applications for impacts to
PCAs as well as procedures for determining appropriate mitigation and procedures
for integrating DNR and local permitting of riprap, walls, and other hard armoring. The
City will also establish evaluation criteria for protecting PCAs when a development site
includes multiple types of PCAs and the total area of the PCAs exceeds the required set
aside percentages.

Short-term

Public River Corridor Views (PRCVs)
78

79

Education and
Outreach

The City will ensure that information on the location of PRCVs, PRCV-relevant ordinance
requirements, and the procedure for submitting applications with potential impacts to
PRCVs are readily available to the public on the city website. The City will also specify
how it will communicate vegetation management ordinance provisions to property
owners, as well as actively communicating with other communities to protect views other
communities have identified that are valuable (and vice versa).

Short-term

Ordinance Updates

The City will specify procedures for evaluating land use applications for impacts to PRCVs
as well as procedures/methods for determining appropriate mitigation. The City will also
develop administrative procedures for evaluating developmental impacts to PRCVs, as
well as a visual analysis approach for evaluating CUPs for additional height in the RTC
districts for PUDs and variances.

Short-term

Restoration Priorities
80

Education and
Outreach

The City will implement an outreach strategy to notify and educate property owners
about restoration priorities and what it means if a restoration priority area exists on their
property.

Medium-term

The City will establish:

81

Ordinance Updates

A vegetation permitting process that includes permit review procedures to ensure
consideration of restoration priorities identified in this plan in permit issuance, as well as
standard conditions requiring vegetation restoration for those priority areas.
Site plan review procedures to ensure consideration of restoration priorities identified in
the MRCCA plan in all development requests.

Medium-term

Processes for evaluating restoration priorities identified in this plan in land use application
processes.

Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan
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Water-Oriented Uses
82

Ordinance Updates

The City will amend ordinances to provide for water-oriented/river-dependent uses,
and will incorporate consideration of surface water impacts into the review process for
water-oriented uses.

Short-term

Open Space & Recreational Facilities
83

Capital Improvements

Anoka County will implement the renovations and upgrades it has planned for Coon
Rapids Dam Regional Park, as well as continuing to maintain the Park and the portion of
the regional trail system within the Park.

Long-term to
Ongoing

84

Monitoring

The City will develop a system for reviewing, tracking, and monitoring open space as part
of the subdivision process.

Ongoing

Transportation & Public Utilities
85

Capital Improvements

Improvements to streets and sidewalks within the MRCCA are part of the general City
street and sidewalk improvement program.

Ongoing

86

Ordinance Updates

The City will incorporate specific protective measures for the design and placement of
essential or transmission services within local government jurisdiction. Such structures will
minimize impacts to PCAs and PRVCs

Ongoing
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Capital Improvement Program
The city of Coon Rapids does not have an adopted Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Therefore,
a CIP cannot be provided as part of the 2040 Plan. While no formal CIP exists, this section lists
capital improvements relevant to the 2040 Plan.

Transportation
» The City will undertake maintenance, including plowing and sweeping, of its part of the regional
transportation system
» The City will construct trails and sidewalks where the plan calls for regional systems to be
extended or gaps to be filled

Wastewater
» The City will use its capital budget, operations and maintenance budget, and City ordinances
and regulations to implement its wastewater plan. The City will focus on lining RCP pipe, lift
station upgrades, VCP service connections, inflow/infiltration mitigations, and televising and
cleaning of existing sewer pipe in the long term.

Parks & Open Space
» Large scale rehabilitation or development of park space, as well as acquisition of land for trail
expansion, will be done through the City’s capital improvement program. Major improvements
envisioned include the following:
1. Trail connection in the vicinity of Kennedy Park to link the 85th Avenue trail to the
Mississippi Regional Trail providing connections to Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park
2. Construct a Coon Creek Regional Trail segment from Lions Coon Creek Park across
Hanson Boulevard and extend to the west.
3. Upgrade or redevelop neighborhood parks that have not been upgraded in recent years.
» Complete all remaining segments of the Coon Creek Regional Trail, including a grade separated
crossing of Coon Rapids Boulevard and improved crossing of Northdale Boulevard.

MRCCA Open Space & Recreational Facilities
» Anoka County will implement the renovations and upgrades it has planned for Coon Rapids
Dam Regional Park
» The County will maintain the Park and the portion of the regional trail system within the Park
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